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About me



Challenge in tracking online campaigns



Assist journalists, fact-checkers, security analysts, and 
humanitarian workers to monitor and track narratives 
or campaigns across social media 

Why I built Information Tracer



How does Information Tracer work?



How does Information Tracer work?



Where can you find coordinated campaigns?

• Political campaigns in diverse countries 
    (Brazil, Mexico, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Somali, Moldova)

• Hate speech campaigns targeting celebrities
(Amber Heard; Meghan Markle, Duchess of Sussex)

• Scam/Fraud networks spreading malicious content 
(Fake Crypto)



Organizations currently using Information Tracer



Case study: discover political 
campaigns in Brazil
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Ongoing coordinated campaigns in the Global South

#BrazilianSpring

#ConferenciaPresidente #TigrayGenocide

#AtikuOkowa2023

https://informationtracer.com/?result=6ee92cdd8fe72bedfb0376bb101f9cd2784a3e3c2925d4408edbc4b20a8612ca
https://informationtracer.com/?result=6ee92cdd8fe72bedfb0376bb101f9cd2784a3e3c2925d4408edbc4b20a8612ca
https://informationtracer.com/?result=f91c1eb81b1133570585508e74a06fd5dbf8b1c40e5938b289c9a971a73e0f8d
https://informationtracer.com/?result=6ee92cdd8fe72bedfb0376bb101f9cd2784a3e3c2925d4408edbc4b20a8612ca
https://informationtracer.com/?result=55c9f169a331b7fa1bc341823bef06e771c00f0d1843c590afe41bd2f9e9666c
https://informationtracer.com/?result=6ee92cdd8fe72bedfb0376bb101f9cd2784a3e3c2925d4408edbc4b20a8612ca
https://informationtracer.com/?result=2596b6980d28296a1bbf7d8f54d53413a357978f27851ba5e2ba72bf7056ecd3


What role #BrazilianSpring played in the January 8th Riot?

#BrazilianSpring

https://informationtracer.com/?result=6ee92cdd8fe72bedfb0376bb101f9cd2784a3e3c2925d4408edbc4b20a8612ca


Rioters on January 8th, 2023

Photo credit: Eraldo Peres/AP



#BrazilianSpring was shared online months before the Riot



We use entity–user network to visualize narrative spread 



Nov 1, 2022, we find 1st occurrences of #BrazilianSpring 



@RafaelFontana shares highly questionable information



Nov. 6, 2022, the narrative spread to Facebook and beyond



Nov. 6, 2022, the narrative spread to Facebook and beyond

New Hashtags:
#ResistenciaCivil
#LatinAmericaSpring



Dec. 30, 2022, the narrative is shared across platforms



Dec. 30, 2022, the narrative is shared across platforms

Main Narratives:
#BrazilianSpring
#BrazilWasStolen
#BrazilianCensorship
…



Removing low interaction posts reveals “principal actors”



A few accounts can seed and grow the campaign



Case study: tracking 
coordinated hate speech 
campaigns 
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Background: Amber Heard and Johnny Depp

[1]https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/amber-heard-settles-defamation-case-johnny-depp-rcna62376



Background: Amber Heard and Johnny Depp

“The vilification I have 
faced on social media is 
an amplified version of 
the ways in which women 
are re-victimised when 
they come forward.” 

– Amber Heard[1]

[1]https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/amber-heard-settles-defamation-case-johnny-depp-rcna62376



What’s shared on the social media?

Campaign Narratives
10-day 

impression
Coordinated 

behavior?

Pro 
Johnny 
Depp

#JusticeForJohnnyDepp
#AmberHeardIsALiar

#AmberHeardIIsAnAbuser
180,000

Pro 
Amber 
Heard

#JusticeForAmberHeard
#JohnnyDeppIsALiar

#JohnnyDeppIsAnAbuser 
2,500



Johnny Depp campaigns have 20X more interaction



Pro-Johnny Depp campaign looks coordinated



This campaign shares other defamatory hashtags

amberheardisaliar

amberheardisanabuser

amberheardisfinished

amberheardisanarcissist
…



We identified similar campaigns targeting Meghan & Harry



YouTube is a major spreader of hate speech hashtag
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YouTube is a major spreader of hate speech hashtag



Hate speech is monetized

[1] https://influencermarketinghub.com/how-much-do-youtubers-make/
[2] https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-wales-63890118

• YouTubers with 20,000 views per day ≈ estimated 
monthly earning $1,103 - $1,837[1]

• "It is becoming their richest clickbait scene… it 
drives viewing and earns advertising income,"  – 
UK MP Chris Bryant[2]



• If you see a hashtag, URL, or keyword and you want 
to understand how it spreads on social media

• You can use Information Tracer to collect, 
contextualize, and investigate the spread pattern

Final remark



We want to hear your thoughts :)
Email: zhouhan@safelink.network
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